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The following cases occurred 
in Middlesex Circuit Court on 
January 17, 2018 with Judge 
Jeffrey Shaw presiding, and 
reported by Middlesex Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Michael 
Hurd.

Brian Allen Pittman, 33, of 
Deltaville pled guilty to the 
felony of distribution of meth-
amphetamine, a scheduled II 
controlled substance, as an 
accommodation sale and not 
for profit. Two counts of dis-
tribution of a Schedule III con-
trolled substance were nolle 
prosequied. Pittman was sen-
tenced to 10 years with 8 years 
and 2 months suspended for 
10 years, on conditions of be 
of good behavior for 10 years, 
be on indefinite supervised 
probation, follow all recom-
mendations of probation offi-
cers and counselors, including 
any programs, and complete 
substance abuse treatment and 
services as directed. Pittman 
is not to possess or use illegal 
drugs or prescription drugs not 
prescribed, will be subject to 
drug and alcohol screenings 
and testings, and is not to con-
sume alcohol while on super-
vised probation. His operator’s 
license was suspended for 6 
months. Pittman has 1 year 
and 10 months to serve for this 
conviction. Pittman is also cur-
rently serving an active 1 year 
sentence imposed on Septem-
ber 25, 2017 on an unrelated 

middlesex court news
distribution case that occurred 
on a different date.

David James Davis, 33, of 
Locust Hill was sentenced for 
misdemeanor selling a sched-
ule III controlled substance as 
an accommodation and not for 
profit, which had previously 
been reduced from a felony. 
The court sentenced Davis 
to 12 months, suspending 11 
months for 3 years on condi-
tions of be of good behavior 
for 3 years and not violate any 
laws or ordinances, complete 
local probation and comply 
with their rules, including drug 
treatment and education pro-
grams, have substance abuse 
assessments and screenings, 
be drug and alcohol free. His 
operator’s license was sus-
pended for 6 months, and he 
may apply for a restricted 
license. Serving the jail time 
on weekends was authorized.    

Margaret Ann Mason, 66, of 
Middlesex pled guilty to pos-
session of cocaine, which had 
been amended from distribu-
tion. The court deferred dis-
position for one year, during 
which time Mason is to be of 
good behavior and not violate 
any laws, comply with local 
probation, seek or maintain 
employment, undergo a drug 
assessment and enter into any 
programs as directed, complete 
100 hours of community ser-
vice work, pay court costs, and 
is not to possess or use illegal 

drugs or prescription drugs not 
prescribed and shall be sub-
ject to screenings and testings. 
Her operator’s license was sus-
pended for 6 months.

Crystal Marie Brockwell, 
54, of Wake entered an Alford 
Plea of guilty to a charge of 
forgery. Brockwell did not 
admit guilt but stipulated that 
the evidence, if presented, was 
sufficient to find her guilty. 
As part of the plea agreement, 
two other charges of forgery, 
three charges of uttering, one 
count of grand larceny, and 
three charges of misdemeanor 
obtaining of money by false 
pretenses were nolle prose-
quied. All charges involved the 
same victim, who is deceased 
and unavailable to testify. Per 
the agreement, Brockwell was 
sentenced to 5 years, with 5 
years suspended for 10 years 
on conditions of be of good 
behavior for 10 years, be on 
indefinite supervised probation 
and follow all recommenda-
tions of probation officers and 
counselors, not to possess ille-
gal drugs or prescription drugs 
not prescribed, not possess 
or consume alcohol while on 
supervised probation, be sub-
ject to drug and alcohol screen-
ings, pay court costs, and pay 
restitution to the victim’s credit 
union, and the restitution that 
would have gone to the victim 
shall be paid to the victim’s 
heir.

Eagle Scout honored

Kevin Duff and Molley 
Hardin were united in mar-
riage on Saturday, October 7, 
2017 at Hewick Plantation near 
Urbanna.    

The bride is the daughter of 
Tom and Bev Hardin of Saluda, 
and the groom is the son of 
Michael and Marilyn Duff of 
Columbia, Md.    

The bride is the granddaugh-
ter of the late John Gayle and 
Frances Anderton of Saluda, 
and the late James and Mary 
E. Hardin of Huntington, W.Va. 
The groom is the grandson of 
Betty Duff and the late James 
Duff, and the late Thomas and 
Catherine McMahon.     

Bailey Hardin Carson of 

Kevin Duff, Molley Hardin
exchange wedding promises

New York City was her sister’s 
matron of honor. Caitlin Duff of 
Washington, D.C., sister of the 
groom, was the maid of honor. 
Bridesmaids were Rachel Cam-
field, Sara Whittaker, Heather 
Trumble, Taylor Harris and 
Lauren Bennett.    

Brian Duff was his brother’s 
best man. Groomsmen were 
Jared Fernandez, Kevin Carl-
son, Scott Dagley and Jared 
Fincke.

Mr. Duff is a senior financial 
analyst with Marriott Interna-
tional. Mrs. Duff is a senior 
retail strategy analyst with Total 
Wine & More.

The couple is residing in 
Washington, D.C.

Urbanna Watercolor
Winter

Classes
An Introductory Watercolor Session - 4 Classes

Classes will last for 2 hours at The Old Haywood Store. We 
will start out learning basic techniques & experimenting with 
different brush strokes. We will use those skills to start painting 
familiar Urbanna scenes. All materials will be provided.

Want to Join?!
Please contact
Nancy Fisk @ 
508.612.9553

Artist & Instructor:
Mariah LeeAnne
Class Level: Beginner
Proposed Dates: Saturdays 
(2/3, 2/17, 3/3, 3/10) 10am-12 
Proposed cost: $100 total

Supermarket in Urbanna.   
Frances still styles hair at two 

nursing homes. “I enjoy work-
ing with the elderly,” she said, 
who at 75 years young shows no 
signs of slowing down.

Closing the doors, Diane has 
stayed busy cleaning out the 
small building. “I wonder how I 
had time to work,” she said.

Asked what her plans are, 
Diane paused, “I don’t know 
what will replace this . . . but 
you need a reason to get out of 
bed that keeps you young. And 
you can’t just sit in a chair.”

End of an era
Diane has known retirement 

was coming. The tiny gray 
building has seen better days. 
It is owned by the Middlesex 
County School Board, which 
continued to let her use the 
building after they purchased 
it. The building will now be 
demolished, she said.

In a touch of irony, Diane’s 
father, the late B.R. “Captain 
Dick” Newman, helped build 
the building that originally was 
the office for a lumber com-
pany. Capt. Dick told Diane 
the wood for the building came 
from shipping containers. (Capt. 
Dick was awarded the Medal of 
Honor for his bravery in captur-
ing machine gun nests in Italy 
during World War II.)

No Smoking
Diane recalled the day she was 

teasing a woman’s hair. The long 
hair was combed forward in the 
woman’s face when she decided 
to light a cigarette. When she 
flipped her Bic lighter, an 8-inch 
flame shot out of it igniting the 
hair that had just been sprayed 
with flammable spray. They put 
the fire out with towels, and the 
“no smoking signs” went up the 
next day.

Going to the beauty parlor is 
much more than hair styling. 
“Hair dressers are free psychol-
ogists,” said Diane. “We had a 
reputation for not being a gossip 
salon. You would be surprised 
how many people told me that. 
That’s the nicest thing anyone 
could’ve told me.”

Frances noted how she and 
Diane covered for each other 
through the years. Asked if they 
ever had an argument, they both 
answered “no.” However, there 
was one time when Diane wore 
a Christmas hat with bells, and 
after a few hours of jingling 
Frances asked her to take it off. 
But it was not a problem, they 
both think alike and worked as 
a team. “I’ve enjoyed the years 
and working with Diane,” said 
Frances.

The closing of Diane’s Beauty 
Box will leave a void, but there 
are good memories created 
within its walls. “I appreciate 
the friendships and those who 
stuck with me so long. All of my 
customers were very nice, it was 
a real privilege. I cherish every 
bit of it. It’s been a good part of 
my life,” said Diane.

Progress is not only measured 
in what is gained, but also in 
what is lost.

Diane’s . . .
(Continued from Page A1)

David A. Keene, currently 
the editor-at-large at the 
Washington Times, former 
chair of the American Con-
servative Union, (1982-2011) 
and former president of the 
National Rifle Association, 
will be the keynote speaker at 
the Lancaster County Repub-
lican Committee’s 21st annual 
Reagan Day Dinner, Sunday, 
March 18, at Indian Creek 
Yacht and Country Club near 
Kilmarnock. The evening 
begins with a social hour at 
5 p.m. and a buffet dinner is 
served at 6 p.m.

 Keene works as editor-
at-large, overseeing the 
newspaper’s editorial page, 
commentary section, and 
online opinion strategy. Keene 
served for 30 years as chair 
of the American Conserva-
tive Union (ACU), the nation’s 
oldest and largest grassroots 
conservative advocacy group. 
During his tenure, ACU’s 
annual Conservative Political 
Action Conference (CPAC) 
held in Washington, grew from 
200 to 11,000 attendees.  

He is the author of “Shall 
Not Be Infringed: The New 
Assaults on Your Second 
Amendment,” Skyhorse Pub-
lishing, and is currently work-
ing on a book on the modern 
conservative movement to be 

published this year. 
Keene and his wife Donna 

live in the Washington, D.C., 
area.

First District Congress-
man Rob Wittman will 
deliver remarks as well as 
the evening’s honored guest 
speaker. Other elected officials 
from the Northern Neck, and 
statewide candidates for the 
U.S. Senate nomination are 
expected to attend.

To make a reservation, send 
a check to cover the number of 
guests at $55 per person, pay-
able to the Lancaster County 
Republican Committee to: 
Lancaster County Republican 
Committee, P.O. Box 1215, 
Kilmarnock, VA 22482.   

Reagan Dinner to feature
Washington Times editor

For Sentinel readers with 
further interest in the Historic 
Architectural Resource Survey 
of Middlesex that was com-
pleted in May with federal 
funding from the Hurricane 

Sandy Disaster Relief Assis-
tance Program for Historic 
Properties, the entire survey 
can be accessed online.

A story on the survey ran on 
page one of the January 18 issue 

of the Sentinel. Randy Jones of 
Virginia’s Department of Historic 
Resources emailed the Sentinel 
this week to notify readers the 
entire survey can be accessed at 
www.dhr.virginia.gov/archives/
archiv_Collections.htm#M.

The survey resulted in an 
inventory of 380 resources and 
seven properties in Middlesex 
County that were determined 
to be eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP), and 45 others 
were recommended for further 
study for NRHP eligibility.

See Middlesex historic survey online

days can be scheduled or we 
can bring in more volunteers 
on the scheduled day. 

Volunteers put in signifi-
cant self-study time learning 
tax law and working practice 
problems. One-on-one ses-
sions are scheduled for addi-

tional training. All volunteers 
attend a full-day group train-
ing session and must pass IRS 
tests to become fully qualified. 
Some volunteers pass an addi-
tional test to help taxpayers 
with health savings accounts.  

Beginning in February, vol-
unteers are also available in 
the Gloucester Library every 
Monday from 10:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. (except February 19 
which has been moved to Feb-
ruary 20) and some Saturdays 
from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
(February 10 and 24, March 
10, 17 and 31 and April 7). 
In addition, volunteers are 
in Bethany United Method-
ist Church, Gloucester Point, 
every Wednesday from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and in the Mathews 
Library every Friday from 
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. These sites 
work on a first-come, first-
served basis without appoint-
ments.

AARP
The Tax-Aide program is 

sponsored by AARP; however, 
membership in AARP is not 
a requirement. The program 
serves all age groups with low 
to moderate income. Please 
note that taxpayers with 
complex tax returns will be 
advised to seek professional 
tax assistance.

Nationwide there are more 
than 35,000 dedicated, proud, 
trained, IRS-certified volun-
teers. Since 1968, AARP Tax-
Aide has helped more than 
50 million taxpayers file their 
returns.

Tax-Aide . . . (Continued from Page A2)
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