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rotary news

Top Dog Pet Grooming
High Quality, Caring & Compassionate 

Grooming for over 20 years.

804-366-6429
Tracey Royals

• Open Tues., Wed., & Thurs.
•  Give your dog or cat a special treat! • We groom and clip at 

your door on Monday & Friday. By appointment only. 
• Traveling Weight limit up to 20 lbs.

44 Twiggs Ferry Road  •  Dutton, VA 23050

“Where your pets feel at home.”

Emergencies happen when 
you least expect it. It may be 
something unthinkable that 
unfolds in front of you or a 
medical event that you experi-
ence. Emergencies can be scary, 
frantic and often a matter of life 
or death. During these times, 
you rely on medical profession-
als to respond quickly to your 
request for help and to provide 
lifesaving care to you or your 
loved one. Last year, Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) provid-
ers responded to nearly 1.5 mil-
lion calls for help in Virginia, 
approximately 4,063 incidents 
per day.

As proclaimed by Governor 
Terry McAuliffe, May 21-27 
was EMS Week in Virginia. 
This special week honored EMS 
responders’ commitment to pro-
viding a high level of prehospital 
care and services to the com-
munity. EMS for Children Day, 
May 24, focuses on the pediatric 
patient and the specialized care 
required when providing treat-
ment for them.

“During EMS Week, we rec-
ognize the valuable contribu-
tions that our EMS providers 
make to provide immediate 
and lifesaving care to citizens 
in need,” said State Health 
Commissioner Marissa J. 

National EMS Week honors first-responders
Levine, MD, MPH, FAAFP. 
“EMS providers are an impor-
tant resource in the commu-
nity because they are part of a 
system of care that protects the 
health of all Virginians. I thank 
them for their hard work and 
continued support of Virginia’s 
EMS system.”

“EMS providers are called 
upon to save lives on a daily 
basis and sometimes their heroic 
efforts may go unnoticed. EMS 
Week offers a chance for every-
one to thank their local EMS pro-
viders for the countless hours of 
service they provide,” said Gary 
Brown, director of the Virginia 
Department of Health Office of 
EMS. “Virginia is comprised 
of more than 34,500 EMS pro-
viders and 631 agencies that 
deliver emergency care in the 
Commonwealth. Many may not 

realize that 60 percent of EMS 
agencies are volunteer based. It’s 
one of several reasons why EMS 
providers are so exceptional and 
should be appreciated for their 
efforts, not just during this spe-
cial week, but every day of the 
year.”

To honor Virginia’s fallen 
fire and EMS personnel, Fire 
and EMS Memorial Week 
will take place June 4-10. This 
event, in conjunction with the 
Virginia Fallen Firefighters 
and EMS Memorial Service, 
honors fire and EMS respond-
ers who died in the line of duty 
and recognizes those who risk 
their lives daily to serve and 
protect Virginians. The Annual 
Fallen Firefighters and EMS 
Memorial Service will be held 
June 3 at noon at Richmond 
International Raceway.

All boats invited

The Worship Committee 
of Christ Church Parish in 
Middlesex has announced its 
first Blessing of the Fleet event 
to be held at Norview Marina 
on Broad Creek in Deltaville 
on Saturday, June 3, with June 
10 as a rain date. All boats in 
the area are invited and encour-
aged to join the event. "Queue 
up at the Broad Creek #1 
(green) lighted creek entrance 
marker and be ready to head 
in at 2:30 p.m.," said an event 
spokesperson.

All boats—sailboats, power-
boats, workboats and others—
are encouraged to join in this 

Blessing of the Fleet is 

Saturday in Deltaville
blessing to help get the boating 
season started in the right way. 
The flotilla procession will be 
led by a 29-foot U.S. Coast 
Guard patrol boat. A wreath 
will be thrown from this boat 
to commemorate all those who 
have lost their lives at sea.  

This will be a "follow the 
leader" process. The course 
will take the boats at a "no 
wake" speed around the basin 
and past Norview Marina gas 
dock where there will be a tent 
for Fr. Stuart Wood and other 
pastors for this ecumenical and 
outreach event.

If you are a boater and wish 
to start the season with a bless-
ing, please join us for this 
unique event.

Bon Secours Rappahannock 
General Hospital (BSRGH) 
and the Northern Neck Family 
YMCA will provide free 
blood pressure screenings on 
Monday, June 5, from 9-11 a.m. 
at the YMCA in Kilmarnock.

“BSRGH and the YMCA 
strive to promote a heart 
healthy lifestyle, which 

Free blood pressure checks offered

includes knowing your num-
bers,” said BSRGH staff devel-
opment coordinator Cathy 
Myers, RN. “Being aware of 
your health risks and condi-
tions can motivate you to make 
the necessary changes to work 
toward a healthier heart.” 

Screenings are free and open 
to the public.

The monthly card party at 
the Middlesex County Woman's 
Club will be on Monday, June 
5, at 12:30 p.m. at the clubhouse 
in Urbanna. The player with the 
highest score at the May bridge 
party was Don Richwine.

Card party 
is Monday

The Chesapeake Bay Founda-
tion (CBF) will offer oyster gar-
dening seminars in June to help 
waterfront homeowners grow 
oysters for restoration efforts. 
Seminars will be held from 9 
to 11 a.m. Saturday, June 17, at 
Dozier's Regatta Point Marina, 
Deltaville, and Saturday, June 
24, at Belle Isle State Park in 
Lancaster.

The fee is $25. Registration is 
required. Participants can regis-
ter at cbf.org/vaoystergardening, 
757-809-2939, or oystergar-
dener@cbf.org. 

Oyster gardening volunteers 
raise oysters in cages suspended 
in the water from their home 
dock or a marina.

CBF oyster 
gardening
seminars set

Melinda Hart, a deputy with 
the Middlesex Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, shared with Middlesex 
Rotary Club details of the 
upcoming week-long August 
Middlesex County Virginia 
Rules Camp. Club member Dan 
Downs arranged the presenta-
tion and Hart's visit.

This year 55 (up from 27 last 
year) Middlesex County stu-
dents ages 11 through 15 will 
learn how to handle issues on 
four topics—Bullying, Keep-
ing a Drivers License, Drugs, 
and Child Labor Laws—while 
at Camp Piankatank and Con-
ference Center in Hartfield. 
Students will learn how to 
handle the issues, build rela-
tionships with one another and 
law enforcement personnel, 
build trust, and enjoy group 
activities of knocker ball, 
canoeing, archery, basketball 
and swimming. 

Grants provide the location 
cost, volunteers support the 
operations, and donations fund 
meals and rewards. Both vol-

Rotarian Dan Downs 
arranged the presentation 
by Deputy Melinda Hart.

Deputy Hart shares Virginia 

Rules Camp with Rotarians

unteers and donations are wel-
come; contact Deputy Hart at 
the Sheriff’s Office.

The Middlesex County 
Rotary Club welcomes break-
fast meeting guests on Tuesdays 
at 7:30 a.m. at the Pilot House 
Restaurant in Topping. For more 
information about the club, visit 
www.middlesexrotary.org and/
or like or follow the club on 
Facebook.

Your Home. Our Exceptional Care. 

At Home 
with RWC

A service of Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury serving the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula and beyond.

Call us today to find out how  
we can help. 804-438-4000

He sacrificed for you and his country 
and now, getting extra care for your 
loved one can be the greatest gift 
you give this Father’s Day.

Personal Care  |  Companion Care  |  Nursing Care

For the 
Father who 
has given 
his all.

AMERICAN STANDARDINSURANCE

AGENCY, INC.

AUTO, HOME, FLOOD, BOAT, BONDS, 
COMMERCIAL, LIFE & HEALTH INSURANCE

ESTABLISHED IN 1959
435-1677 KILMARNOCK

tion with EMS Week in Virginia. From left they include site manager Katie Rodman, team 
leader Bev Harris and area manager Terry Austin for VCU’s LifeEvac3 helicopter; Judson 
Smith and Blanton Marchase of Emergency Services Solutions; Taylor Walden and Dennis 
Mann of the Middlesex County Volunteer Rescue Squad headquartered in Deltaville; 
Cindy Kellar and Jim Kelly of the Central Middlesex Volunteer Rescue Squad in Urbanna; 

Michael Player of the Peninsulas EMS Council, and Kim Harper of Riverside Walter Reed 
Hospital.

around deltaville

Memorial Day was Monday, 
May 29. Many enjoyed a day 
off from work. Some enjoyed 
cookouts and getting together 
at the Rivah. A very few may 
have gone to the cemetery to 
put flowers or a small flag on 
their loved one’s grave. Some, 
like me, may have had a tinge 
of guilt for not going to the 
cemetery. But our thoughts 
and memories of our heroes 
came to mind. 

My father worked for the 
government as a purchasing 
agent for the Navy in Pensac-
ola during WWII. My grand-
father was in the Merchant 
Marines and worked piloting 
ships in and out of Norfolk. 

As life evolved, other wars 
and conflicts came about. My 
brother was given a choice 
of joining the service (which 
branch was his choice) by 
a compassionate judge. He 
joined the Air Force and trav-
eled in Europe and was sta-
tioned in the Azores where he 
learned computers. Later he 
went to college on the GI Bill 
and has enjoyed a prosperous 
life. My part was a privilege 
of being married to a Marine. 

by T.D. Harris Having lived with the stories 
and nightmares and later ill-
ness directly attributed to 
Agent Orange during Viet 
Nam, I have a small idea of 
what our warriors experi-
enced. 

Why do the heroes that join 
the Marines, Army, Air Force, 
Navy, Coast Guard and serve 
in the National Guard feel 
such strong emotion for our 
country and our flag? How are 
we so blase that we expect to 
be protected and not have to 
give anything in return? What 
language will our children 
and grandchildren be speak-
ing if they are not taught to 
love the United States and 
the flag for which it stands? 
If you are on a military base 
when the flag is being raised 
or lowered, you come to a stop 
whether you are walking or in 
your car.

Around Deltaville most cars 
keep on going without even 
slowing down to watch the 
beautiful, colorful flags being 
raised, and most joggers keep 
on going. The three people 
who have taken on the respon-
sibility around Deltaville have 
all been veterans. And that is 
over the past 30 some years. 

So Memorial Day was last 
Monday and the flags were 
lowered to half staff and at 
noon proudly raised to full 
staff by a veteran of 25 years. 
Brightly and beautifully they 
waved in the soft breeze from 
the Chesapeake Bay. If you 
would like to put the flag up 
on a holiday, by all means let 
me know and I will pass on 
the information. You do not 
have to be a veteran.

Marcia Lackey celebrated 
her birthday and Beth and 
Sonny Hurst celebrated 
their anniversary Wednes-
day. Today is happy birthday 
time for Mike Floyd, Marie 
Hawkins and Jennifer Roll-
ings, and on Saturday Jenni-
fer Metcalf will celebrate her 
birthday. Happy days for all.

The water system signup 
ends today so if you have 
not signed up remember that 
some of your neighbors do 
not have good water and think 
how you would feel if you 
were in their place and what 
you would want them to do. 
The cost is reasonable. With 
all of the recent rain, maybe 
we should consider cisterns 
like they have on St. Thomas.

Our “fair weather” friends 
arrived last weekend and 
Jackson Creek was alive with 
boats, ski-dos, kayaks, canoes 
and water boards. It is nice 
to welcome everyone back. 
There was a party on the end 
of Stove Point where boats 
were anchored and music 
was playing. Having fun and 
making memories is what 
Deltaville is all about. 

“Beware of your thoughts; 
they may become words any 
minute.”  

Fair winds.


