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C h u r c h

church directory
ANGLICAN

 All Saints Anglican 
Church, 48 New St., 
Saluda. Sunday Adult 
Bible study 10a.m. Holy 
communion weekly 
11:15a.m. Rev. Jeffrey 
Johnson, Rector. 757-374-
6724.

BAPTIST
 Glebe Landing Baptist 

Church, Rt. 17, Laneview. 
Sunday school 9:30a.m. 
Worship 11a.m. Rev. Gene 
Cumbia, Pastor. 804-758-
2233. 

 Harmony Grove 
Baptist Church, Rt. 3 and 
Rt. 33, Topping. Sunday 
school 9:45a.m., Worship 
service 11a.m. Dr. Barbara 
Filling, interim pastor. 804-
758-5154.

 Hermitage Baptist 
Church, Rt. 17, 
ChurchView. Sunday 
school 10a.m.; worship 
service 11a.m. Tuesday: 
Bible study 1:30p.m. 
Wednesday: Bible 
study 6:30p.m. Rev. Joe 
McKnight, pastor. Follow 
us on Facebook.

 Immanuel Baptist 
Church,
Rt. 616, Saluda. Sunday 
school 9:30a.m. 
Worship service, except 

Wednesday Bible study 
6:30p.m. Pastor Rev. Dr. 
John C. Wright Jr.

 St. Paul Baptist 
Church, 2242 Canoe 
House Rd., Jamaica. 
Sunday school 10a.m. 
Wor ship 11a.m. 2nd/4th 
Sunday. Pastor Kenneth 
Dunn. 804-758-2627.

 Saluda Baptist Church, 
960 Gen. Puller Hwy., 
Saluda. Sunday School 
10a.m., Worship 11a.m., 
Bible Study 11a.m. 

2nd/4th Thursday. Rev. 
Nita May, pastor. 804-758-
3102. 

 Urbanna Baptist 
Church, Sunday 
school 9:45a.m.; 
UBC Worship 11a.m. 
804-758-2720. www.
urbannabaptistchurch.org.

 Zion Branch Baptist 
Church, 224 Zion Branch 
Rd., Saluda. Sunday 
school 10a.m., Worship 
11a.m. Dr. Bishop Carlton 
B. Johnson, pastor. 804-
513-9234. 

 Zoar Baptist Church, 
Rt. 33, Deltaville. 9:30a.m. 
Sunday school. 10:30a.m. 
worship service/children’s 
church in sanctuary 
(Nursery provided 9:30-
11:30a.m.) 8:30a.m. 
Beach Worship at Stingray 
Point (Speck Lane) from 
Memorial Day to Labor 
Day. Pastor John Snow. 
zoarbaptistchurch@
va.metrocast.net. 
804-776-9502 www.
zoarbaptistchurch.org.

CATHOLIC
 Church of the Vis-

itation, Rt. 33, Topping. 
Mass, Sundays 9a.m.; 
weekdays, Wednesday 
and Thursday, 9a.m. 804-
758-5160. Pastor Gerald 
Kaggwa. www.church-of-
the-visitation.org.

CHRISTIAN
 Philippi Christian 

Church (DOC), 17276 
Gen. Puller Hwy., next 
to Hurd’s. Sunday 
Worship 10a.m. Rev. 
Michael Cook, pastor, 
Philippichurchdeltaville@
gmail.com, 804-776-6230. 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
 Christian Science 

Society, 98 N. Main St., 

Kilmarnock. Sunday, 
December 11: 10:30a.m. 
Service/Sunday School; 

7:30p.m. Testimony Mtg. 
Reading Room open 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday 11a.m.-2p.m.

COMMUNITY CHURCH
 Pure Life Church, 

Sundays 10:30a.m. 
Meeting at Cryer Center, 
Locust Hill. Pastor Aaron 
Wells. 804-925-9196. 
purelifechurch.com.

EPISCOPAL
 Christ Church Parish 

(Episcopal), Rts. 33 and 
638, 56 Christchurch Lane, 
Saluda. Sunday services 
8a.m. and 10:30a.m., 
10:30a.m. also online. Rev. 
Stuart Clary Wood, Rector, 
804-758-2006, follow us 
on Facebook and www.
christchurchmiddlesex.
com. 

LUTHERAN
 Apostles Lutheran 

Church, Gloucester, 7092 
Main St. Worship service 
10a.m. (In-person/Zoom/
You Tube). 804-693-9098, 
www.apostles-elca.org 
- A Reconciling in Christ 
Community.

 Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Urbanna. 
Worship service 9a.m., the 
Woman’s Club building, 
Vir ginia St. 804-758-4257. 

METHODIST
 Clarksbury United 

Methodist Church, 
15924 General Puller 
Hwy., Hardyville. Saturday 
Contemporary Worship 
5p.m.; Sunday, Adult, 
Youth, Children Sunday 
School 10a.m.; Traditional 
Worship 11a.m. Rev. 

Ken Cleveland, pastor. 
804-776-6060. www.
clarksburyumc.com.

 Forest Chapel United 
Methodist Church, Rt. 
614. Warner. Worship 
service 9:30a.m.; Sunday 
school 11a.m. Rev. Fred 
Ouma Okello. 804-758-
2231. 

 Lower United 
Methodist Church, 
120 Lower Church 

Worship 10:30-11:30a.m. 
Pastor Yosub Namgung. 
804-776-6250. www.
LowerUMC.org.

Urbanna United 
Methodist Church, 
Cross St. and Marston 
Ave. Worship 
11a.m. (In-person/
Facebook-Urbanna 
Methodist Church). 
urbannamethodist.org. 
804-758-5308.

UNITARIAN
Unitarian Universalist 

Fellowship of The 
Rappahannock, 366 
James Wharf Road, 
White Stone. Rev. Susan 
Moseley. 10:30a.m. “The 
Parable of Christmas: 
What Are the Stories of 
Jesus’ Birth Really About” 
by Rev. Susan Moseley. 
804-435-4790. For Zoom 
invitation, visit: uufrva.
com.

WESLEYAN
 Remlik Wesleyan 

Church, 775 Flats Rd. 
Sun day school 9:45a.m.; 
worship 10:45a.m. and 
6p.m. Rev. B.J. Haas, 
pastor. 804-758-2776.

Call the Southside 
Sentinel at 804-758-2328 
to have your church 
services listed.

worship in brief

W ho could have predicted that the 
Son of Man would arrive first as 
the infant child of peasants in a 

backwater province of the Roman Empire? 
If the kingdom of heaven came among us so 
surprisingly then, we can be sure His coming 
again will be just as astonishing.

Jesus warns that we cannot know the time 
or the hour, but He insists that we stay awake 
and watch for it. He’s talking about the 
healing, spiritual practice of hope.

In chapter 24 of the Bible’s Matthew, 
Jesus gives us three images of the coming of 
the kingdom. The first remembers the Flood 
and the way everyone but Noah ignored the 
signs.

Those of us who have spent much time 
on boats know about seasickness. When 
the waves are “roll-y,” we 
can sometimes find ourselves 
nauseous. If you feel sick on 
land, you go home, you go to 
bed. But going below to the 
cabin is the wrong thing to 
do. The right thing is to focus 
on the horizon, or on some 
landmark. Your inner ear and 
your brain will equalize, and the 
nausea will dissipate. 

So it is when things are going 
against us in life. If we focus 
on how choppy the water is, or 
go lie down in the cabin, our souls will just 
get sicker. But if we focus on the horizon of 
God’s salvation, our souls and our minds will 
come into balance, and we can ride out the 
storm in peace.

The second image Jesus gives us is like 
the Passover event, the angel of God taking 
some and leaving others. Who is punished, 
the taken or the left? This is not the point! 
The point is to be ready ourselves.

The third image Jesus gives us of the 
coming of the kingdom is of “the thief in the 
night.”  

I’ve heard from pregnant women about 
the first barely-detectable movement of the 
baby in their womb. They’re hardly aware of 
the baby as they go about their daily tasks. 
But when that little movement comes, they 
tune out all other distractions and listen for 

the new life within. So should we listen for 
the stirrings of God’s Spirit within us, for 
that is yet another way Christ comes.

The coming of the Lord is focus of the 
Christian life, and the end of history is meant 

to inform every generation of 
His disciples. The promise of 
His coming, the promise of 
a just and perfect world, the 
promise of the setting right of 
all things, is the healing power 
of the gospel, the actual content 
of faith, which, as Hebrews 
tells us, is the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction 
of things unseen.

Salvation comes to us as we 
look forward to it. Our actions 
and words in every present 

moment are informed by our joyful hope 
in the coming of the Lord, no matter how 
hopeless or chaotic are our own lives now.

Let’s keep our eyes on the horizon when 
the seas of life are rocky. Let’s tune out the 
distractions of the world to listen for the tiny 
movements of new life within us. Let’s stop 
hoping for the destruction of our enemies, 
and figure out how to be a friend to God and 
neighbor. 

As we focus on the coming of the 
kingdom of heaven, our soul-sickness will 
be healed, our lives will come into balance. 
We will know peace, we will know joy, and 
we will truly know the love of God in Christ 
Jesus.

Christ is coming. Stay awake.
(The Rev. Michael Cook is the pastor of 

Philippi Christian Church in Deltaville. 
pastormikephilippi@gmail.com.)

Look not on the water’s 
choppiness; instead view 
the horizon or landmark

COOK

PASTOR’S COLUMN

Michael

Let’s stop hoping 
for the destruction 

of our enemies, and 
figure out how to be 
a friend to God and 

neighbor. 

Christ Church Parish dedicates new sign

Dec. 4.  This sign replaces one dedicated nearly 25 years ago in honor of longtime members 

sign in their memory and to serve as a beacon to the faithful who have worshipped at 

and far. Christ Church is located on General Puller Highway (Route 33) at Christchurch. 

Hermitage Baptist 
Church’s drive-through 
living Nativity display is set 
for 5-7 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 11, 
at 94 Wares Bridge Road in 
Church View. Its children’s 
Christmas pageant is set for 
11 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 18. 

It will have two Christmas 
worship services — one set 
for 5:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 
24 (Christmas eve), which will 
feature a candlelight program, 
and one set for 11 a.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 25 (Christmas 
day), which will feature casual 
worship.

For information, call Pastor 
Joe McKnight at 757-709-
9470.

†††
Lower United Methodist 

Church (LUMC) at 120 
Lower Church Road, Hartfield, 
invites everyone to join them 
in person at 10:30 a.m. this 
Sunday, Dec. 11, for the Rev. 
Yosub Namgung’s sermon, 
“The Lord’s Highway.”

At 4 p.m. on Sunday, the 
community is invited to join 
them for a Christmas Carols 
concert by Benjamin Garner. 
A potluck dinner will follow 
in the LUMC fellowship hall.

For information, email 
lumc@va.metrocast.net.

For information, contact 
the church office, or call 
Donna Will at 804-815-2736.

†††
The free Celtic music 

program, Christmas by 
Candlelight, featuring the 
Grace Celtic Musicians, is set 
for 5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 18, at 
Urbanna Baptist Church at 
121 Watling St.

For information, call 
804-758-2720 or email 
jladder555@va.metrocast.net.

†††
Unitarian Universalist 

Fellowship Church of the 
Rappahannock’s (UUFR) 
winter solstice celebration is 
set for 4:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 21, and will feature 
singing Christmas carols 
around a bonfire in the UUFR 
parking lot at 366 James 
Wharf Road in White Stone. 
The Rev. Susan Moseley is the 
UUFR pastor.

For information, call 804-
435-4790. 

 †††
Make-A-Way and 

Deliverance Full Gospel 
Baptist Church at 100 Flats 
Road in Urbanna will host its 

annual Christmas sing-along 
on Sunday, Dec. 18, at 2 p.m. 
Their Christmas program 
will feature the Make-A-
Way Praise Team (Voices 
of Worship) and other guest 
performers. 

Come out and enjoy an 
afternoon of your favorite 
Christmas songs. “See you 
there,” said a church rep. 

For information, email 
truestar89@earthlink.net.

 †††
Zoar Baptist Church 

(ZBC) in Deltaville Bible 
study classes are starting 
the study of John from the 
New Testament beginning on 
Sundays, from Dec. 4 through 
Feb. 26, 2023. Members invite 
you to try a class any Sunday 
at Zoar from 9 to 10 a.m. Zoar 
encourages participation in 
its Sunday morning studies 
at 9 a.m. and their weekly 
Women’s Study on Mondays 
at 11 a.m. and their weekly 
Men’s Study on Wednesdays 
at 9 a.m.

Call the church office 
at 804-746-9502 for 
information.

†††
Catholic Church of the 

Visitation in Topping released 
its Advent schedule this 
month.

Upcoming services 
include:

• Dec. 8 — Immaculate 
Conception, 9 a.m. 

• Dec. 11 — Third Sunday 
in Advent, 9 a.m.

• Dec. 13 — Reconciliation, 
7 p.m.

• Dec. 18 — Fourth Sunday 
in Advent, 9 a.m. 

• Dec. 15 — Reconciliation, 
7 p.m. 

• Dec. 24 — Christmas 
Eve, 6:30 p.m. (Sing-along, 7 
p.m.).

• Dec. 25 — Nativity of the 
Lord, 9 a.m.

• Jan. 1, 2023 — The Holy 
Mother of God, 9 a.m.

For information, email 
rosemoncure@yahoo.com.

†††
Christ Church Parish 

(Episcopal) in Christchurch, 

(See Worship, Page A5)

A healthy Middlesex requires great community news.
Please support the Sentinel by subscribing today!


