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Pluck, Perseverance and Progress

letters to editorone woman’s opinion

by Mary  
Wakefield Buxton

Take Heart
Urbanna, Va.— Well, the unthinkable hap-

pened. Donald J. Trump was elected President. 
Since the campaign started over 15 months ago, 
this was considered a ridiculous, if not impos-
sible, conclusion. Most every newspaper editor 
and columnist, TV commentator, political pundit, 
and mavens in academia literally laughed at the 
thought. Most polls assured again and again that 
such a preposterous event could never take place. 
Even many Republicans scoffed at the idea that 
Trump could ever be elected president.

Truth be told, however, most Americans pro-
fessed to dislike both Clinton 
and Trump. The campaigns 
too often insulted intelli-
gence, offering sparse debate 
on important issues facing the 
nation but instead centering 
on scurrilous personal attacks. 
New lows were reached in the 
department of casting mud. 
Such gutter campaigns possibly 
inspire humor? Might as well 
laugh rather than drop dead of 
disgust.

The two candidates were so 
evenly matched in the nasty 
realm that it was uncanny . . . in 
temperament, wile, and tough 
street ability to “fight dirty.” 
They deserved each other. They 
even looked alike with their 
perfectly coifed blond hair, 
blazing blue eyes, and deter-
mined set of chins. It was the 
battle of the century. I called 
them the “Bobbsey twins” but 
maybe “Bonnie and Clyde” would have been 
better nomenclature.

What a battle it was . . . WikiLeaks throw-
ing light on Democrat scheming at the highest 
levels, sex escapades from the past, the constant 
web of lies, missing emails and telephone con-
versations, top secret material found on Anthony 
Wiener’s laptop (of all people!), earth-shattering 
pronouncements from the FBI, use of public 
office to amass fortunes, Trump University 
litigation, suspicious foundation expenditures, 
locker room talk, cheating on debate questions, 
DNC collaboration with national media, slurs on 
gender and ethnic groups . . . all dropped like 
bombs on the public almost daily. One wondered 
each morning what the latest piece of dirt would 
be. In the end, many voters were convinced that 
both candidates had such seriously-flawed char-
acters that we ardently wished we could vote 
“none of the above.”

Most expected in the end that “The Queen” 
would be crowned. I didn’t even stay up for the 
election results. Why waste a good night’s sleep 
over a foregone conclusion? Besides, at age 75 

one loses the passions of hard-held opinions. 
One even sees democracy as rather a game that 
greedy and ambitious people play, with the zeal 
of hardened gamblers, in order to get what they 
want more than anything: money and power. 

The morning after the election I arose to 
learn the good news the Clintons would not be 
returning to the White House. Hurrah! But then 
I realized that the Trumps would be moving in. 
Welcome to democracy.

I’m told millions of Americans are depressed 
at Hillary’s loss. Well, take heart. The wolves 
may have arrived at the door but, at least, the rats 

are gone. The good thing about 
democracy is there is constant 
turnover. Stay hopeful. If you 
don’t like the “ins” today, you 
might like the “ins” tomorrow.

It makes little difference 
in my view whether the “ins” 
are the rats or the wolves. The 
bottom line is they get richer 
and we get poorer. I wish people 
who become presidents didn’t 
amass fortunes, but they do. 
I wish they didn’t take lavish 
vacations around the world at 
our expense with their huge 
entourages of staff, friends and 
family while I stay home and 
work, but they do. I wish they 
didn’t use public office to amass 
millions for their foundations 
or appoint unqualified people 
who donate big bucks to their 
campaigns to plush high-paying 
government jobs, but they do. 
I wish they didn’t become fat-

cat lobbyists after they serve in office or make 
millions touring the world giving high-priced 
speeches, but they do. To the victor go the spoils.

The good news is in America administrations 
turn over peacefully. Revolutions take place at 
the ballot box and not in the streets. The only 
“deaths” that come about are those defeated at 
the polls. They slink off in the night to their for-
tunes, job offers to serve on boards of directors 
or presidents of colleges, and to write their mul-
timillion dollar memoirs. Not such a bad ending. 

So take heart. Perhaps the wolf can deliver 
some of his promise, such as igniting a stagnated 
economy in order to create more jobs to get 
America back to work again, secure our borders, 
or beef up our much-weakened military.

So be of good cheer. It will only be 4 to 
8 years of Trump. His reforms might even 
do some good. And we won’t have to worry 
about the wolf selling overnights in the Lin-
coln Bedroom for $50,000 a pop, taking White 
House furniture when he moves out, or using 
presidential power to amass great wealth. He 
already has it. ©2016

To the Editor:
A few days ago I received my first anonymous letter. It may seem 

surprising that it’s the first, considering the (hopefully) provocative 
Letters to the Editor I send to the Sentinel. Even more surprising, it 
contained a card with a short note, sympathizing with me after the 
election. The note was apparently sincere, and I saw hints that the 
writer might be a Republican.   

It was a pleasant surprise, and I begin to see it as a great example 
of how to behave. We should always behave well, yes, but especially 
after such an ugly fight. We have been doused in indecency for many 
months, and it’s questionable whether any decency will now trickle 
down from the top. 

Maybe decency will trickle up from the bottom. 
Dark times may not be at an end. Democrats should square their 

shoulders and remember that in our odd democracy, nearly two 
million more people voted for our candidate than voted for the 
winner. Republicans should remember that fact as well. The new 
President should not claim to represent “the will of the people.” Mean-
while, as we will soon hear time and time again, “The holidays are 
upon us!” They are, and for many, the holidays are a time of hardship 
and stress. 

That card in the mail reminds me that it’s time to be especially nice 
to each other. Somebody encouraged me when I was feeling low, and 
I need to pass it along. It’s time to be generous toward political foes—
or anybody who could use a little encouragement. Maybe they’ll pass 
some encouragement along to somebody else—somebody like the 
worn-out clerk facing cranky customers, or the harassed mother 
blocking the aisle in the grocery. Sometimes an understanding glance 
is all there is to give, but sometimes that’s enough. There are all kinds 
of ways to spread a little goodwill. 

Goodwill is needed in dark times. We’re running low on good-
will. We need to restock the shelves. We need to be decent. More than 
decent. For better or worse, we are all in this together. 

P.S.: For a more visceral reaction to the election, read my poem 
“That Good Friday Feeling” on my “News from Wake” Facebook 
page.

Earl Simpson
Wake

To the Editor: 
The Public Access Water Authority is currently studying the 

use and benefits of the waterfront locations available to the citi-
zens and visitors of Middlesex County. I would like to point out 
there are several waterfront locations being studied that were 
once steamboat landings and were important to the social and 
economic life of our county and country. Steamboats in times 
gone by were the lifeblood of our trade and expansion of our 
nation. Lancaster County recognizes this as they have established 
a steamboat museum in Irvington. How many grandparents and 
great-grandparents have traveled to Baltimore by steamboat?

Fairfield Landing at the end of Route 708 in Hartfield is an 
example of one such landing. For example, after the War of 1812, 
timbers were shipped from Fairfield Landing to Washington, 
D.C., to refurbish the White House, which had been burned by 
the British. Additionally, building materials were unloaded there 
on the Piankatank River and ferried up Scoggins Creek and used 
to construct Lower United Methodist Church. As you know, this 
church is listed as a Virginia Historical Site. It is #N-50 in “A 
Guide to Virginia’s Historical Markers.” By extension, Fairfield 
Landing also should be a Virginia Historical Site, as in all prob-
ability, if Fairfield Landing were located adjacent to a different 
creek on the river, Lower United Methodist Church would likely 
be standing in a different location.   

In 1879 the county purchased land adjacent to the landing to 
improve the site as a landing for public use. Perhaps our current 
Board of Supervisors should consider preserving the history and 
heritage of Middlesex County and take similar actions to improve 
access to Fairfield Landing. This county-owned property is truly 
a wonderful historic asset. There is already a publication, “Rivers 
and Roads of Middlesex County,” which invites our residents and 
visitors to tour and view this landing.

I believe the Board of Supervisors has an obligation to improve 
and protect this historic property and make it available to the 
citizens of Middlesex County. What better way to teach history 
than to preserve it?

Clark Waring
Saluda

To the Editor:
According to VDOT’s “State of the Structures and Bridges Report 

Fiscal Year 2015,” in recent years the percentage of structurally defi-
cient bridges has steadily decreased, reflecting an apparent improve-
ment in conditions of bridges. However, while the number of bridges 
in “poor” condition has indeed decreased, the overall condition of 
bridge inventory has not improved. 

In recent years, available funding in the construction program has 
often led to the selection of smaller bridges for replacement. While 
this has resulted in a reduction in the number of bridges in “poor” 
condition, the net result is we are developing a significant backlog of 
larger bridges that need more extensive rehabilitations. This is due 
to selecting less-expensive structures for replacement/rehabilitation 
and due to performing minimal repairs necessary to larger bridges 
to maintain the Minimum General Condition Rating [GCR] of 5. A 
minimum GCR of 5 avoids the status “structurally deficient.”

The Commonwealth’s inventory includes 4,994 bridges at risk of 
becoming structurally deficient. These bridges have at least one major 
component (deck, superstructure, or substructure) with a GCR of 5. 
The Robert O. Norris Bridge has a GCR of 5 in all three components. 
“Structural appraisal: Somewhat better than minimum adequacy to 
tolerate being left in place as is. Deck geometry appraisal: Basically 
intolerable requiring high priority of replacement.”

It is time for the Norris Bridge to be modernized. The Northern 
Neck Planning Commission District has submitted a funding appli-
cation to do so. We are competing for funds and your support is 
needed, both by writing to VDOT and in continuing to urge our local 
representatives to be actively vocal in support of the Norris Bridge 
modernization project.

Resources for writing to VDOT and local leadership, and the 
VDOT report noted above can be found at replacerobertonorris-
bridge.org.

Susan Lovelady
White Stone

To the Editor:
As reported by CNN on November 25, 2016 Hampshire Col-

lege in Amherst, Mass., (part of the “Five College Consortium) 
decided to stop flying the U.S. flag on campus, said school presi-
dent Jonathan Lash. I suggest that Mr. Lash and his students visit 
High Point University (HPU) in High Point, N.C., and enjoy a 
campus that flies over 100 American flags every day. HPU pres-
ident Nido Qubein (a Lebanese immigrant) believes in HPU’s 
mantra, “God, Family and Country.”

Leah Cottrell
HPU Class of 2017

Urbanna

Let’s spread a little goodwill

Preserve this historic property

Bad for economic development

Our American Flag

The Southside Sentinel 
will again publish “Letters to 
Santa” from local children in 
its special “Christmas Greet-
ings” section in the Thursday, 
December 22, issue.

Letters must be emailed, 
faxed or delivered to the Sen-
tinel office no later than 5 p.m. 
on Thursday, December 15, in 
order to appear in the special 
section. 

Letters should include the 
child’s first and last name, age, 
and community of residence.

Email Letters to Santa to 
editor@ssentinel.com; fax to 
758-5896; mail to Southside 
Sentinel, P.O. Box 549, 
Urbanna VA 23175; or bring 
by the Sentinel office at 276 
Virginia Street in Urbanna.

Sentinel to 

publish Letters 

to Santa in 

Dec. 22 issue

Christmas Friends volun-
teers are in high gear, and 
could use some help.

This is the 31st year for the 
community-based program 
that brings together those 
who want to make Christmas 
brighter for hundreds of local 
needy children, and elderly or 
disabled adults.

Only one additional gift 
wrapper is needed for this 
Saturday, December 3, from 
9 a.m.-noon at the Sentinel 
office. 

One may volunteer to wrap 
presents or deliver them by 
contacting Geanie Longest 
at the Southside Sentinel at 
758-2328 or email her at glon-
gest@ssentinel.com. 

Other wrapping sessions 
will be on Saturday, December 
10, and, if needed, on Sunday, 
December 11. 

Drivers, with vans or cov-
ered trucks, and helpers are 
needed to deliver gifts on Sat-
urday, December 17. 

More than 100 shoppers are 
buying gifts on the wish lists 
of those being served.

Boxes, bags and money
The fund-raising goal for 

Christmas Friends this year is 
$27,000. Last year, Christmas 

Friends spent $30,040 on gifts 
for 297 people. “Now, before 
the Christmas rush, is a good 
time to make a donation,” said 
Christmas Friends president 
Fred Gaskins. Checks can be 
sent to: Christmas Friends, 
P.O. Box 549, Urbanna, VA 
23175.

Christmas Friends always 
needs gift boxes, which can 
be left at the back door of the 
Sentinel.

Also needed are heavy duty 
(3 mil) plastic bags in the 42 
gallon size. The Husky brand 
is sold as “contractor clean-
up bags.” Each year Christmas 
Friends uses more than 300 of 
these bags.

Partnership
Since its creation in 1986, a 

key to the success of Christmas 
Friends Inc. has been its part-
nership with the Middlesex 
County Department of Social 
Services, which carefully 
screens all applicants for eli-
gibility.

The fund-raising goal for 
Christmas Friends this year is 
$27,000. Last year, Christmas 
Friends spent $30,040 on gifts 
for 297 people. “We anticipate 
about the same number of cli-
ents this year,” said Gaskins, 

“and we will be able to spend 
a bit more on each child and 
adult because of the generous 
donations last year.”

In 2015, the community 
donated $29,226.70 and 
Christmas Friends helped 207 
children and 90 elderly or dis-
abled adults, said Christmas 
Friends secretary and shopping 
director Bettie Lee Gaskins.

Delivery vans and driv-
ers will soon be assigned. If 
you have a truck or van and 
are willing to remove its back 
seats and be the driver for one 
of 12 delivery teams on Satur-
day, December 17, please call 
758-2328. 

For more information, 
call Geanie Longest at the 
Southside Sentinel at 758-
2328 or email her at glon-
gest@ssentinel.com.

Total volunteer effort
All funds donated to Christ-

mas Friends go directly to 
help needy children and dis-
abled or low-income elderly 
of Middlesex. All workers 
are volunteers and there are 
no administrative fees. Sup-
plies such as boxes, wrapping 
paper and delivery bags are 
all donated. Volunteers supply 
storage space, vans and fuel to 
assist with the big delivery job.

Contributors will be recog-
nized as Christmas Friends and 
their donations will be listed in 

the Sentinel. Contributors who 
wish to remain anonymous 
should request that their dona-
tions be listed as such. Memo-
rial contributions also will be 
acknowledged.

This week, $3,200 in dona-
tions were received. Total 
donations received through 
November 29 total $4,755. 
Recent donations include:

Russ and Pat Russell, $100.
In memory of Jan Winston 

by Dean Winston, $200.
In memory of William H. 

Milby, Louise M. Milby and 
Arthur Shaver, $100.

Anonymous, $100.
In memory of Jason Haley 

by Rob and Shannon, $100.
In memory of Joe and Hya-

cinth Major from Mary E. 
Shaheen and family, $100.

Joseph and Tracy Pausic, 
$50.

In memory of my husband 
Charlie given by Sally Gayle 
and family, $100.

Forest Chapel United 
Methodist Church, $100.

Thomas and Thelma Phil-
lips, $250.

Trinity Lutheran Church, 
$1,500.

Brotherhood of Christ 
Church, $500.

Previous total: $1,555.
Total this week: $3,200.
Total to date: $4,755.

Christmas Friends ‘wrap’ session is Saturday

Members of the Middlesex 
County Republican Committee 
recently celebrated their party’s 
victory as Donald Trump was 
elected to be the 45th President 
of the United States.  They also 
heard from First District Con-
gressman Rob Wittman, who 
was re-elected on November 
8. Wittman spoke at the vic-
tory dinner shortly after meet-
ing with vice president-elect 
Mike Pence and members of 
president-elect Trump’s transi-
tion staff. Wittman discussed 
progress in organizing the 
incoming administration and 
its likely impact on Virginia.

Committee members also 
reviewed party work during the 
2016 elections and discussed 
plans for the upcoming state 
elections in 2017 at which a 
governor and members of the 
legislature will be selected.

The committee will meet 
Thursday, December 15, at 7 
p.m. at the Cooks Corner 
Office Complex.

GOP celebrates 
election wins

Organizational meetings are 
getting under way to plan the 
2017 Arts in the Middle Fine 
Arts Show, which takes place 
at historic Hewick Plantation 
in Urbanna on Saturday and 
Sunday, June 3-4.

“Arts in the Middle (AIM) 
is designed to provide tal-
ented artists with a venue to 
show and sell their work,” said 
Celane Roden, coordinator of 
the event. “And it’s designed 
to provide local residents and 
visitors with a relaxing, enjoy-
able day in a beautiful historic 
river country setting.”

Last year, Arts in the Middle 
attracted nearly 100 visual art-

Arts in the Middle Fine Arts 
Show begins organizing for 
June 3-4, 2017 event at Hewick

ists and 1,500 visitors over 
two days. Two stages featured 
continuous music throughout 
the weekend, and several local 
food vendors provided tasty 
fare, making for an enjoyable 
day for those who attended.  

“We expect next year’s fes-
tival to be even bigger and 
more fun than this past year,” 
said Roden. “Key to the suc-
cess of the show is community 
involvement.”    

Arts in the Middle is pre-
sented entirely by volunteers. 
“We depend on interested and 
enthusiastic volunteer leaders 

(See Art show, page A3)
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